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The Western Pacific Region Index Medicus (WPRIM) is a project of the WHO Western Pacific Regional
Journal Search Office in collaboration with several institutions in its Member States. This is the Region’s contribution to the
Author Search Global Health Library (GHL) initiative which aims to extend to all the benefits of the knowledge that is essential
to the fullest attainment of health. WPRIM will be deployed and hosted, along with the index medici of other
WHO Regions, at the Global Index Medicus portal under the GHL platform, where searches can be conducted

Journal List individually or simultaneously through a federated search engine.
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2013 2012 The creation of an online index of medical and health journals published in Member States of the WHO Western
011 2010 Pacific Region which can be accessed on the Internet thus ensuring global accessibility of medical and health
2000 2008 research done in the Region.

2007 Review Objectives

To index selected medical/health journals in Member States of the WHO Western Pacific Region.
To create a bibliographic database containing records linked to their full text.

Volume 3 To raise the fevel of journal publishing in Member States of the WHO Western Pacific Region through a peer-
Volume 2 review system.
Volume 1 To build the capacity of participating heaith institutions.

Alf journals must be approved by the Regional Journal Selection Committee before inclusion of any of their
articles or abstracts in the WPRIM database.
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Overview of the Western Pacific Region Index Medicus: A Database of Medical
and Health Research Articles Published in the World Health Organization’s

Western Pacific Region

Masamichi KITAGAWA?, Kiichiro TSUTANI?

Y Academic Information Center, The Jikei University School of Medicine. 3-25-8 Nishi-Shimbashi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8461
? Faculty of Health Sciences, Tokyo Ariake University of Medical and Health Sciences

Abstract: The Western Pacific Region Index Medicus
(WPRIM) is a bibliographic database developed by the
World Health Organization (WHQO) Regional Office for the
Western Pacific in collaboration with several institutions and
experts in its member countries and areas. The WPRIM is
indexing medical and health journal articles published in
the Region with the aim of increasing the accessibility of the
research information generated in the Region. The WPRIM
is a component of the WHO’s Global Index Medicus (GIM),
which integrates databases developed by WHO’s Regional
Offices to provide regional and indigenous medical and health

information. Although the WPRIM is available to the public via
the Internet, it is not well known among Japanese researchers
and librarians. The use of the WPRIM and its inclusion
of articles from Japanese journals should be encouraged
by showing the effectiveness of the medical and health
information provided by the WPRIM.

Keywords: Databases, Bibliographic; Regional Health
Information; World Health Organization; Western Pacific
Region Index Medicus (WPRIM)

(Igaku Toshokan. 2016;63(4):312-317)
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